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ALBERTA   . 

ARMTA is marking its 85th anniversary and Canada’s 150th anniversary by commissioning new works for 
students by Alberta composers Geoffrey Bell, Michalis Andronikus, Mark Mitchell, Margaret King, Linda 
Purves, Peter Rudzik, Han Ding, and Damian Jordan. The elementary and intermediate works for solo string, 
piano, and voice will be available from Palliser Music Publishing July 2017. We plan to feature the works at 
Music Conference Alberta and at Contemporary Showcase festivals in Alberta.  

In an effort to introduce beginning music educators to Registered Music Teachers, ARMTA has initiated its 
first “collegiate chapter” at University of Alberta with Patricia Tao as mentor, and following the model of 
MTNA Collegiate Chapters. 

The Halifax conference included a voice competition. This has given ARMTA impetus to develop regular 
biennial competitions for voice and for string: the first ones are planned for 2018. 

Yukon RMTs invited ARMTA’s Young Artist to perform in White Horse. Louisa Lu was well received. 

ARMTA has worked with Music Conference Alberta for several years to bring clinicians to MCA for studio 
music teachers. It has been a good way to raise the profile of Registered Music Teachers among public 
school teachers. In 2016 we sponsored clinicians Greg Chase and Luca Buratto (2015 Honens Laureate). 
However, since the conferences are not well attended by our members, ARMTA is directing more resources 
to supporting the branches in providing professional development. Two such efforts had Jaques Despres in 
February and Dr. Magda Adamek in May taking workshops to Edmonton, Calgary and Lethbridge.  

ARMTA was pleased to be able to support Ft McMurray music teachers and their students as they took 
refuge from the May 2016 fires just as music exam time was fast approaching. Students were given places to 
practise, and coaching from other teachers; and teachers were offered places to stay and teach if they had 
students nearby. 

From the branches: 

 All the branches find the means to present awards to top exam students, offer recital and 
performance opportunities for students, and provide professional development for teachers.  

 Calgary Branch (over 180 members) continues to have so many students with honours with 
distinction that many of them do not qualify for awards given at the annual honours recital. String 
teacher Chrysanthema Pashunkova has initiated ARMTA Calgary Chamber Music Program designed 
to expose young instrumentalists and aspiring musicians aged 9 to 17 to the art of performing 
together in a small group setting  

 Edmonton Branch continues to lack a president, but has volunteers who maintain programs 
including member appreciation afternoon and concerto competition. Past president Debbie Gallant 
has kept the branch unified and active during this time. 

 Although 2 branches suspended operation, Medicine Hat has experienced a rejuvenation with new 
members. 

 Lethbridge Branch mourned the loss of Joan Milton, who served on CFMTA board, August 2016. The 
branch is often able to share workshops with the University of Lethbridge Conservatory of Music.  

 Red Deer Branch has strong support for their student teacher group with excellent presentations 
from RMTs Ted Isenor, Dale Wheeler, Teresa Alred, and Annette Bradley. 

 Grand Prairie Branch takes advantage of professional development opportunities shared with Grand 
Prairie Regional College fine arts department.  
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BRITISH COLUMBIA   . 

 

Hello again from your colleagues from the western most province!  It’s hard to believe that another year has 
gone past and it’s time for the annual reports. 

September brought us “Music:  Where We Belong” (Conference 2016) hosted by the Vancouver branch in 
the beautiful West End of Vancouver.  As always, conferences provide an invaluable opportunity for 
enjoying new and old acquaintances while taking advantage of the many workshops and master classes 
available for our benefit and enjoyment.  Some of these included master classes for both piano and violin 
along with workshops dealing with Jazz improvisation, Small hands and Making Music Magic.  The Piano 
Competition was also held where Marcus Masaites (representing Coquitlam/Maple Ridge branch) was 
declared the winner by the adjudicator Dr. Peter Mack.   

The Young Artist tour with Marcus, was inspiring, exciting and exceptional.  Performances were given in 
Chilliwack, Sunshine Coast, Quesnel, Mid-Island and North Island.  These concerts provide a great 
opportunity for the performer to prepare for the National Piano Competition and also the communities to 
experience fine performances by young, up and coming artists.  Our thanks to CFMTA/FCAPM for continuing 
to sponsor and encourage the Young Artist Tours in Canada. 

The BCRMTA Heritage Fund continues to provide support to our branches – the fall saw the windup of the 
Advertising Subsidy available to all branches in the province.  The 2017 project provides funding for each 
branch towards a public music event that celebrates Canada’s 150th Birthday.  We are looking forward to 
seeing the reports and photos as these events are completed during the course of the year. 

April 2017 brought big changes on our Executive Board.  Our Past President, Carol Schlosar completed her 
term – we will miss her humour, enthusiasm and wisdom as she moves into a new phase of ‘rest and 
relaxation!’  Our esteemed Treasurer, Lois Kerr retired from the position after 12 years in the position.  She 
is now the Treasurer of CFMTA/FCAPM – BCRMTA’s loss is CFMTA/FCAPM’s gain.  We welcomed Matthew 
Chan as our new Treasurer and the rest of the ‘new’ Executive Board – President Joanne Lougheed, 1st Vice 
President Mimi Ho, Secretary Anita Perry, Registrar Joyce Janzen, Past President Cindy Taylor along with 
Treasurer Matthew Chan.   

We wish you all a great summer and hope you find ways to help Canada celebrate 150 years! 

 



 

 

MANITOBA   . 

 

The MRMTA has had a very successful year! All events were enjoyed by those involved and in attendance. 
The AGM was held in late September at the St. Charles’ Country Club where the new executive was voted in, 
we discussed our upcoming 100th anniversary and the commemorative book that Muriel Smith is 
researching and writing. We also enjoyed a wonderful concert by our Young Artist Luis Ramirez after a 
delicious lunch. 

Membership for the 2016/17 year was as follows: 178 total members comprised of 154 Full members/ 12 
Retired members/ 6 Honorary Life Members/ 6 Pre-Diploma Members) We are always looking for ways to 
increase membership and hope to visit the U of M and connect with recent graduates. 

Events involving our students were very successful and included the CMW concert in November, which was 
attended by special guest CFMTA president Cindy Taylor  from BC, who gave a very informative speech; 
Musicathon in February; and the Scholarship competition in Jan/Feb. This competition culminated in our 
Advanced Piano Competitor Paul Williamson, winning the national competition in Baltimore in March at the 
Commemorative Conference with the MTNA. We also enjoyed a lovely Gala concert by all of the Winnipeg 
winners the Sunday following the competition in February. 

The Commemorative Conference in Baltimore in March 2017 was a wonderful experience, and was attended 
by Gina Wedel (MRMTA Registrar and conference delegate), Leanne Hiebert (MRMTA president and 
delegate), Tiffany Wilson (MRMTA Past President and CFMTA Vice President), as well as Dr. Edmund Dawe 
(dean of the Faculty of Music at the University of Manitoba) and Darryl Friesen (MRMTA member, former 
national competitor, and  sessional piano instructor at the U of M’s Faculty of Music).  The conference was a 
great chance to see all of the possibilities that a conference can offer as well as a great learning experience 
and chance to connect with other music teachers. 

The Pre-diploma program is going strong with its workshops. One was with physiotherapist Julie Scarlett 
who specializes in hands/arms, and another which dealt with “Setting up a Music Studio”, led by Nancy 
Nowosad, Virginia Heinrichs, and Eleanor Lwiwski.  4 deserving students from the pre-diploma program 
were given a wonderful chance to play in a master class with Janina Fialkowska this past April. 

Social events for the membership included a Cookies and Computers gathering in December to work on 
members’ profiles on the website, and a June Wine-Up is in the works for June 2017. 

The MRMTA is on track to ending its 2016-2017 fiscal year with a small surplus for the third year in a row. 
The executive has once again been tremendously helpful in keeping costs as low as possibly while running 
master classes, competitions and other events. 

In preparation for the 2019 Conference in Winnipeg, the MRMTA has held its second fundraising concert, 
which added approximately $500 to the $1000 raised last year. 

An accounting firm that specializes in small businesses and non-profit organizations conducted a financial 
review of the MRMTA’s finances and the report was presented at the AGM in September 2016. The financial 
review’s conclusions were that the MRMTA’s finances are in good order.  

As the year winds-up the MRMTA executive will be doing some serious planning to get ready for the hosting 
of the National conference “A Century of Sound Connections” in July 2019. The second annual “Serata: An 
Evening of Musical Delights” was held this past May to raise funds for this and was a very enjoyable evening 
showing the talents of our members. 
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In the Brandon/Westman Branch, the 2016-17 teaching year began with the AGM on August 25 following 
the meeting with a potluck lunch and a workshop with Claudette Caron re: piano duo and 2 piano/ 8 hands 
repertoire. 

We hosted the Young Artist Recital on September 24 highlighting our own Luis Ramirez (pianist): A 
wonderful, masterfully performed concert followed by a reception. 

Canada Music Week Recital took place on Sunday afternoon, November 20 at the Music Studio. 

A  "Festive" Recital was held at Lorne Watson Recital Hall on Sunday December18 - this was very well 
attended and a Christmassy reception followed.  

We, as teachers, were very involved in the Manitoba Arts Festivals in Spring preparing students as well as 
Adjudicating elsewhere.  

The windup to our year is planned for Thursday, June 8th, 7pm at the Music Studio (downtown Brandon) 
with a social and a harp recital by our president, Ann Germani. 
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NEW BRUNSWICK   . 

 

NBRMTs have been busy over the last few months!  Here is some of what we have been up to: 

From Council … 

The Sackville Branch hosted the 2016 conference and AGM in September 2016. This marked the end of a 3-
year trial to move the conference and AGM to the fall. It was decided to move back to holding these events 
in June, so the 2017 conference and AGM will be in Woodstock on June 17.  

NBRMTA has gone through the legal procedures to add an Associate Level of Membership. We are also 
offering a discounted student rate to encourage young student teachers to join the Association and benefit 
from mentoring and the professional development opportunities we provide. 

Four issues of the Quarter Note were prepared and distributed. 

The 2017 NBRMTA Student Composer Competition is underway with Beverly Porter adjudicating the nine 
entries. 

New Brunswick delegates, Barbara Long and Catherine Bartlett, attended the 2017 CFMTA Annual Executive 
Meeting, and MTNA/CFMTA Commemorative Conference in Baltimore. 

In 2017, the NBRMTA launched a new Celebrate Canada Virtual Music Competition, open to all pianists, 
instrumentalists and singers. Competitors submitted amateur videos via YouTube or Dropbox as their 
competition entry. The competition in celebration of Canada’s 150th birthday was open to students currently 
studying with teachers who are members of NBRMTA. Each student will play two contrasting selections 
composed by Canadian Composers. Adjudicators will be selected from NBRMTA membership. Monetary 
awards will go to the 1st, 2nd and 3rd place winners in each category. Closing date for entries was May 1. 

NBRMTA Canada Music Week Poster Competition - NBRMTA will be offering a poster competition in the fall 
of 2017 to continue the celebration of Canada’s 150th birthday.  

 

  



 

 

NEWFOUNDLAND AND LABRADOR . 

 

The NLRMTA has had an eventful year.  We elected a new board: 

President Catherine Cornick, VP Caryl Clark, Treasurer/Registrar Evan Smith and new board members 
 Tiffany Pinhorn Smith and Jennifer Benson. It is wonderful to have this young, enthusiastic blood on the 
board. .  

Our first order of business was the Atlantic Young Artist Recital. 

The public was invited to the Suncor Hall at The School of Music, Memorial University of Newfoundland, 
Friday October 21, 2016 for an exciting concert by twenty-five year old tenor, Marcel d’Entremont as part of 
his eight-city Young Artist Tour throughout the Maritime Provinces. Last April Marcel was chosen from four 
accomplished competitors at the Atlantic Young Artist Competition to perform as the 2016 Atlantic Young 
Artist. Marcel will be assisted at the piano by Dakota Scott-Digout. 

Marcel’s program was selected from works by Britten, Ravel, Weber, Schubert, Clara and Robert Schumann, 
Liszt, Copland, and Canadian composers  Rhodenizer and Ridout. 

The CMW Recital was a very interesting achievement for us this year. 

The NLRMTA 2016 Canada Music Week celebrations took place in St. John’s, Newfoundland, from Nov. 13 to 
Nov. 26th. 

Canada Music Week ‘Video Facebook Project’ 

Canada Music Week celebrations began on Nov. 13, 2016 with a new initiative called the “Canada Music 
Week ‘Video Facebook Project’”. This project was formed in an effort to promote Canadian music, 
composers, as well as promote our Canada Music Week final recital. Teachers of the NLRMTA were invited 
to send video clips of young artists performing Canadian works to NLRMTA ‘Canada Music Week’ committee 
members. 8 young pianists and vocalists submitted videos and media consent forms from parents. From 
sharing the videos on Facebook, thousands of people were reached, and our goal of promoting Canadian 
music to others was certainly reached. 

Canada Music Week Recital - Composer Video Initiative 

Prior to the final recital (which was held on November 26th, in St. John’s,) members of the NLRMTA Canada 
Music Week committee contacted all of the living composers of the music that was being performed in the 
recital, via email or through their websites. Composers contacted were: Christine Donkin, Maria Molinari, 
Anne Crosby-Gaudet, Jason Noble, Teresa Richert, Linda Niamath, Stephen Chatman, Nancy Telfer, Andrea 
Dow, and Joan Woodrow. We asked each composer to submit a short video clip talking about each 
particular piece being performed (their inspirations, thought process during composition, etc). The NLRMTA 
was very fortunate to receive videos from Christine Donkin, Jason Noble, Teresa Richert, Stephen Chatman, 
and Andrea Dow, as well as an in-person speech from Newfoundland composer Joan Woodrow. These 
videos were projected on a large screen in Suncor Energy Hall, MUN Music School, St. John’s. Each video was 
shown directly before the performance of the piece of which the composer was describing. For the 
performances without a video clip, a photo and short biographical information was projected on the screen 
during the performance.  
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Canada Music Week Recital 

In addition to the composer-submitted videos, the Canada Music Week recital saw 25 performances, 
representing 20 different Canadian composers. The performers ranged in ages 7 to 20, and included pianists, 
vocalists, and a violinist. One student, from Newfoundland, performed her own composition. Suncor Energy 
Hall, which seats 120 people, was almost completely full. A small reception was held afterwards in the 
Suncor Energy lobby, with Canadian-themed cake and cupcakes, as well as juice and lemonade. 

 Included in this report is a small sampling of the enthusiastic and passionate response received from this 
particular NLRMTA recital: 

 -      “What a great event!  The Canada Music Week Recital was absolutely amazing – engaging, well-
prepared performances by so many students on piano, voice and violin;  biographical information 
accompanied by a photo of each composer;  fascinating video clips from five of the featured 
composers, as well as an insightful one given in-person by local composer (and member) Joan 
Woodrow;  one composition performed by the student composer herself; and cheery and enthusiastic 
organizers and their assistants.  This was music education at its finest!” - Caryl Clark, local music 
educator  

-      “You could really see how excited the students were to be able to put a face to the names of these 
composers. Thank you so much for your creativity and input !!” - Joan Woodrow, local music educator 
and composer 

-      “Thank you for organizing such a successful recital! Your videos really added to the focus of the 
recital - Canadian composers and their music. Brava!” - Barbara Clark, local music educator  

The NLRMTA has submitted compositions to the CFMTA Student Composition Competition on behalf of 
Olivia Cook in the 11 and Under category, and Grace Currie in the 19 and Under category. Dr. Clark Ross was 
the adjudicator of pieces submitted this year. 

Congratulations and good luck to Olivia and Grace! 

The 2017 NLRMTA SCHOLARSHIP COMPETITION 

The annual Scholarship Competition continues to grow, with more applications and teachers involved than 
in the previous three years.  The Final Round of performances by the finalists was held on May 6th in the 
beautiful Suncor Energy Hall at the MUN School of Music.  This recital, which included adjudication of the 
competitors and presentation of scholarship and awards, also showed an elevation in the overall standard of 
performance and presentation compared to previous years. 

Dr. Maureen Volk  B.Music , M.Music, D.M., R.M.T,  professor of piano and interim dean at the Memorial 
University of Newfoundland and Labrador, was the adjudicator.  She observed the challenges in judging each 
of the three levels (junior, intermediate and senior) due to the mix of disciplines within each level - the 
intermediate group, for example, involved performances on piano, voice and violin.  The most important 
aspect of every student’s level was therefore interpretation – how expressively each person played and 
presented the inner mood or story of each of their selections. 

Teachers whose students were selected to be finalists were:  Noreen Greene-Fraize, Katherine Kaben, 
Heather Kao, Margaret Murray Reed, Caroline Schiller, Rhonda Wicks, Joan Woodrow, and myself (Caryl 
Clark).  Many hands assisted with this event this year, with special thanks going to Tiffany Pinhorn Smith 
(Scholarship committee) and the screening team (Tiffany, president Catherine Cornick, and Stephen 
Candow).  

Hopefully we will continue to grow and attract more young teachers to join us in the adventure. 



CFMTA/FCAPM Provincial Reports 2017, pg 10 

 

Teachers of the Newfoundland and Labrador Registered Music Teachers Association hold an annual 
Christmas recital at Memorial University’s School of Music. 

A block of time from the last Thursday to the last Sunday in December is booked each year and teachers 
choose their respective hours in which to hold and conduct their individual recitals. Each recital has a bag of 
groceries as admission to the event.  

Christmas Food Bank Recitals  

We shared this good news of the results of this year’s Christmas Food Bank Recitals: 

 The collection of food totalled 3150 lbs of groceries with a dollar value of $7875.00. This involved nine 
teachers with 14 hours of recitals between Thurs Dec. 15th and Sun Dec.18th. 

The food from each recital accumulates during the event and stays at the school and teachers, parents, 
students can watch as it grows into a large community effort. After the last recital the food is presented to 
the local Community Food Sharing Association, who gathers the groceries and distributes them across the 
entire province.  

The Community Food Sharing Association has thanked us especially for the fact that we have become a 
regular contributor , who they can depend on. 

Special thank you to Pete Stanbridge and Memorial’s School of Music for their cooperation and support. 
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NOVA SCOTIA   . 

 

It has been a privilege and honour to serve as President of the NSRMTA these past three years.  This would 
be my third term as President over the last twenty years and each has been a wonderful opportunity to get 
to know our members and work with them at both the local Chapter and Provincial levels. 

This year has been particularly significant because it is our NSRMTA 80th anniversary.  We kicked off the year 
with excellent workshops given by Marvin Blickenstaff.  These lasted for two days last October, and were co-
sponsored by Dalhousie University’s Fountain School of Performing Arts and the Maritime Conservatory of 
Performing Arts.  I would like to thank Peter Allen, Lynn Stodola and Jennifer Farrell for their assistance with 
this. 

I represented NSRMTA once again as First Delegate at the MTNA/CFMTA Commemorative Conference held 
in Baltimore in March earlier this year. It was a delight to watch Kathryn Wagner, a student of Lynn Stodola, 
represent NSRMTA at the CFMTA Piano Competition.  Kathryn performed several concerts in our province 
before she went to the national competition. 

While in Baltimore I met Helen Marlais who publishes for FJH Music Company and she has agreed to come 
to Halifax in June to give us a workshop on their new piano teaching methods books. Also, while in Baltimore 
I had the privilege to sit on a panel and present the work the NSRMTA Research Group conducted in the 
past. The symposium was well attended and there was a keen interest in the work we have done. 

It has been very satisfying working with the Royal Conservatory of Music this past year, which is sending Dr. 
Janet Lopinski to provide workshops and a master class to help us celebrate our 80th anniversary. Once 
again, I would like to thank the RCM, Dalhousie University’s Fountain School of Performing Arts, Maritime 
Conservatory of Performing Arts, Rémi Lefebvre at Le 5 Management and Dr. Piano for co-sponsoring this 
special anniversary event. This event will be held on  9th and 10th June at the Maritime Conservatory of 
Performing Arts. 

Our NSRMTA Council members have worked diligently on behalf of our organization all year and I would like 
to thank each of them for their willingness to serve.  In particular Rémi Lefebvre who has been our Past 
President, event manager and webmaster, only he and I know how many hours he has poured into our 
organization over the last several years.  I would also like to thank Jennifer King our Vice President and 
Registrar for all her work. She has  represented the NSRMTA at CFMTA meetings as a delegate and attended 
the CFMTA Executive Meeting in Baltimore this past March.  Jennifer has done an amazing job with our 
NSRMTA Scholarship Competition. It continues to grow and is now much more inclusive of all instruments. 
Paula Rockwell will be taking on the role of President when I step down in June.  She also attended the 
CFMTA Executive meeting in Toronto last year.  I know you will make an excellent President Paula.  

Our thanks also goes to Julie Post our Treasurer, Daryl Chaddock our Recording Secretary, Megan Wynn our 
Corresponding Secretary and Michal King our Archivist. They are all volunteers who give of their time 
willingly and happily for the benefit of our organization. 

Our Chapters have been very busy. Marilyn Manzer of the Valley Chapter, Megan Wynn of the Halifax 
Chapter and Kathy Andrew of the Dartmouth Chapter each receive our deepest gratitude for the many 
hours they and their executives have labored over the past year. Janet Atwood, Pat Quinn, and Karen Turpin 
have also been very active in the Yarmouth area, so much so that I think it is now time for them to start a 
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new Chapter in that area!  Each has been busy providing recitals, workshops and master classes in their area 
and providing professional development opportunities and social events for their members.   

Our thanks also go to Diana Torbert for her work as our provincial coordinator for Canada Music Week and 
the National CFMTA Essay Competition and of course Skippy Marden who coordinates our Student 
Composer Competition.   

The NSRMTA continues to be a vibrant and very active organization. As we celebrate our 80th anniversary, 
we have much to look forward to.  We provide an excellent service to music education in general in our 
province and our students and their families in particular.   

 



 

 

ONTARIO   . 

 

ORMTA has approximately 1,400 members in 33 branches.  We have had a very exciting and busy year 
starting with our Provincial Convention held in Chatham, Ontario.  Two days filled with workshops, 
exhibitors, local vendors, tradeshows, competitions, awards luncheon, AGM and great food complete with a 
local wine tour.  We were delighted to have Cindy Taylor, CFMTA president, join us in our celebration of 
ORMTA’s 80th birthday. 

Andrew Fu, from the Greater Toronto Area Zone, was the winner of the ORMTA Young Artist Competition. 
Andrew travelled to 6 Ontario cities presenting a successful and polished tour.  ORMTA is thankful for the 
ongoing support of CMFTA with our Young Artist Tour.  In March, Andrew travelled to Baltimore to compete 
at the CFMTA National Piano Competition.   

We continue to explore ways to actively build our membership. Our Student membership program aimed at 
recruiting university/college students into ORMTA was voted in as a new membership category by our 
members.   

As always we continue to sponsor our annual Music Writing Competitions with 63 entries being submitted 
electronically for adjudication by Beverly Porter.  First place winners will advance to the CFMTA Student 
Composer Competition. ORMTA continues to update its Professional Development program offering 
excellent Professional Development for our members.  ORMTA Branches celebrated Canada Music Week in 
November. 

We continue to make our February Provincial council Meeting an e- meeting, which saves money.  ORMTA 
members stay connected through Facebook, twitter, LinkedIn, and Grace Notes.  

ORMTA Magazine NOTES is published 3 times per year.  Readership is primarily online but members may 
purchase a subscription to have a hardcopy mailed.  

ORMTA members continue to enjoy the benefits of the MemberPerks program Venngo offers discounts to 
over 1200 products and services.  

We are now preparing for our Provincial AGM the weekend of July 22, 2017.  In addition to our meeting, we 
will hold our Student Provincial Instrumental and Vocal competitions and our annual Awards Luncheon.  Our 
Young Artist Competition is now a biannual event and will not occur until our Convention next year in 
Ottawa. 

In March our ORMTA delegates, Elizabeth Tithecott and Sue Jones, attended the CFMTA meetings in 
Baltimore.   

 

 



 

 

PRINCE EDWARD   . 
ISLAND   . 

 

PEIRMTA had a busy year of recitals, workshops and other events. We began the year with a recital 
in early September by Atlantic Young Artist Marcel d'Entremont (tenor).  

There were a number of workshops for both teachers and students during the fall of 2016: During 
the weekend of September 24-25, teachers, students and others in the community had the opportunity to 
attend Alexander Technique workshops presented by Sarah Russell. Workshop participants were introduced 
to the basic elements of the Alexander Technique through demonstration and group activities. In October, 
member Dr. Richard Covey once again presented a composition workshop. Students learned how to begin 
creating their own compositions and also enjoyed improvisation activities using percussion instruments. 
Members also attended an informative workshop on the new RCM Theory Syllabus by Dr. Janet Lopinski.  

There were six recitals in the Young Musicians’ Recital Series, all held in the Steel Recital Hall at the 
University of Prince Edward Island. The Canada Music Week took place on November 19, and featured violin 
and piano students from six studios; participants received CMW pencils and stickers. The February recital 
included performances of the winning compositions from the Student Composer Competition, as well as the 
presentation of awards to the student composers. Three of the winning compositions were recommended 
to the CFMTA Student Composer Competition.  

PEIRMTA’s annual Perform-a-thon was held on April 22. This all-day recital allows students to 
perform all of their Music Festival repertoire in the Steel Recital Hall, and is also a fundraiser for scholarships 
at the local and provincial Music Festivals. Over sixty piano, string and voice students participated in this 
event. 

In April, PEIRMTA members performed in a recital at the historic Beaconsfield Carriage House in 
Charlottetown. On the program were a variety of solo and ensemble works ranging from Baroque to 
Contemporary. This recital resulted in some fun musical collaborations between members, such as piano 
four-hands and six-hands, a trio of voice, piano and trombone, and a small choral group. 

The Piano Pedagogy group continues to meet once a month. There were also two Socials for 
teachers and adult students, consisting of a potluck meal and performances by the students and teachers. 

This year the PEIRMTA website was completely updated and redesigned. Thanks to the work of our 
webmaster Kay Linkletter, the website is now more modern and user friendly. 
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QUEBEC   . 

 

Bonjour à tous nos membres et collègues canadiens, 

Ce mi-mandat en tant que président de l’APMQ a été une expérience enrichissante et je suis très satisfait 
des projets réalisés et de ceux en cours. J’en profite pour remercier très sincèrement les membres de notre 
comité exécutif, les administrateurs, coordonnateurs d’activités et les bénévoles qui ont travaillé très fort 
pour présenter à nos membres des événements d’une qualité exceptionnelle. Merci aussi à tous les 
participants. 

Nous avons débuté notre saison d’activités avec une merveilleuse conférence pédagogique organisée 
conjointement avec le magasin de musique Coopérative Vincent-d'Indy et l’École de Musique Vincent-d'Indy. 
Dans la cadre de l’assemblée annuelle des professeurs affiliés, Mathieu Boucher nous a présenté une 
conférence intitulée Le petit musicien stratégique. Ce guitariste de formation nous a fait part de ses 
recherches qui sont axés sur la motivation et l’organisation du travail et de la pratique des jeunes musiciens. 
Les commentaires de l’auditoire à son égard ont été plus que positifs. Le 26 novembre dernier, monsieur 
Jean-Luc Cholette, professeur au CEGEP Marie-Victorin, nous a offert un cours de maître avec nos élèves et il 
a partagé avec les professeurs présents toute son expérience pédagogique.     

Plus d’une soixantaine de participants ont eu la chance de se produire aux concerts de la Semaine de 
musique canadienne le 20 novembre dernier au CEGEP Saint-Laurent. Le tout fut organisé cette année par 
Solange Bellemare et Christiane Claude. Notre juge, la pianiste Guylaine Flamand, a eu la tâche difficile de 
sélectionner les candidats méritants pour se produire au concert gala le samedi soir suivant. Des prix et 
bourses ont été accordés et un buffet offert par le conseil provincial de l’APMQ a couronné le tout. 

Le Père Noël a été la star du KinderClub (4 décembre), un récital annuel pour nos jeunes interprètes organisé 
par Sarah Russell et moi-même. Une nouveauté cette année,  des élèves adolescents (jusqu’à 18 ans) 
peuvent dorénavant participer au concert. Nos étudiants adultes, tant qu’à eux, ont été entendus aux Clubs 
des adultes. Chantal Bois, Marie-Hélène Rondot et Heather Roberton se sont occupés de l’organisation de 
ces rencontres bien appréciées par tous. 

  



 

 

SASKATCHEWAN   . 

With the local music festival now over Saskatchewan music teachers are busy preparing for 
provincial finals, music exams, and our own SRMTA competitions at the end of May.  It’s been a 
busy but wonderful season full of recitals and professional development opportunities. 

The focus of Regina branch this year was hosting our provincial convention back in October, and 
since then spinoff workshops have taken place around the province.  Greg Chase’s work on how the brain 
learns has proven a source of fascination for Saskatchewan teachers.  In Saskatoon teachers were treated to 
workshops on creative composing and digital quirks in the studio.  Their recitals have been particularly well-
attended.  North Battleford was proud to feature a homegrown local guitarist/mandolinist /singer at their 
Canada Music Week Recital.  Yorkton branch was thrilled to attend a performance of the Regina Symphony 
Orchestra with Tania Miller at the podium.  The only female conductor of a major Canadian orchestra Ms. 
Miller was a former student of Thelma Gillis, longtime Yorkton branch member.  Swift Current branch 
learned how to dance a minuet! 

We were most impressed with this year’s Young Artist pianist  Luis Ramirez who played a beautiful concert 
in Saskatoon and Rosetown despite 40 centimetres of snow that fell in early October during his concert tour. 

CFMTA’s collaboration with MTNA has been the topic of much discussion around the province and our 
members are curious to hear details. 
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YUKON   . 

 

2016-17: how quickly a year passes. The Yukon remains stable in both its membership and activities. 

This year we welcomed new secretary Bryn Knight, to the executive, and thanked Henry Klassen for many 
years of secretarial services and support. Henry has taken on the role of RCM representative in the YRMTA.   
We also welcomed Brenda Lee Katerenchuk as webmaster. 

We celebrated Canada Music Week with our annual student recital with nineteen performers ages six to 
seventeen  on piano, violin, guitar, voice, and even their own compositions. 

Our annual Music Teachers In Concert fundraising recital featured teachers in solo performance and  
collaborating with other teachers to demonstrate fun combinations and styles with a variety of instruments. 

This year YRMTA members took on the role of organizing  Four Gallery Concerts in the Yukon Arts Centre 
Gallery as part of Whitehorse Concerts presentations.  These new events were very successful, and showed 
a great way to present classical music to the general public in a beautiful setting. One of the highlights was a 
presentation of eight of our members playing  Mussorgsky’s Pictures At An  Exhibition for six pianists, two 
pianos, and two percussionists. A music work about art presented in an Art Gallery ! 

Another first for YRMTA this year was an opportunity to host a Young Artist from Alberta, Louisa Lou, one of 
the Competitors at the Canadian National Piano Competition held in Baltimore. Being able to bring a young  
artist to the Yukon was something that we would like to continue, and helps us to participate more fully 
within the National Organization. 

A definite highlight of the year was being able to represent the Yukon with delegate  Danette Readman in 
Baltimore at the collaborative MTNA and CFMTA Conference. We returned with a lot of information, 
stimulation, and inspiration to share,  and we feel closer to our  Canadian  network of colleagues. 

YRTMA continues to support our annual Rotary Music Festival with many hours of volunteer work. We have 
been able to encourage  our students in their endeavors, and have expanded our new collaborative classes 
to include guitar. 

As Professional Development this year we are hosting a workshop with Adam Con, University Of Victoria 
Alexander Technique Clinician. 

As always, being able to watch children develop  through music education is a great privilege, and we are 
proud to strive for high standards in growth for both our students and ourselves. 

 


