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T he CFMTA/FCAPM Pathways to . . . 
Collaborati on, Performance, Wellness 
Conference was held at the Sheraton 

Vancouver Airport Hotel in Richmond BC from 
July 8 -11, 2015.

Over 300 people parti cipated in the conference 
as att endees, presenters, performers, judges, 
volunteers or combinati ons thereof.  A feeling of 
camaraderie and enjoyment was evident from 
beginning to end.  Although there were many 
ti red faces, there was always a smile!

The success of any event is dependent on 
the amount of support received – this event 
was no excepti on. To that end, the thanks 
of the planning committ ee is extended to all 
the Clinicians and Trade Show parti cipants; 
our Nati onal Piano Competi ti on judges who 
also performed at the Opening Night Gala 
Concert and conducted masterclasses – Sara 
Davis Buechner, Janet Scott  Hoyt and Jamie 
Parker; Terry Small and Rena Sharon; our 
sponsors Tom Lee Music, Long & McQuade, 
Royal Conservatory of Music, Music for Young 
Children and the City of Richmond; all the 
volunteers.  Their generous support contributed 
to the overall success of the conference.

On a personal note, I would like to thank 
Charline Farrell, Cindy Taylor, Lorna Wanzel, 
Cathleen Gingrich and Pat Frehlich – your 
willingness to share ideas, informati on and past 
experience was appreciated. 

Last but not least, my thanks to the conference 
planning committ ee:  Dina Pollock, Darlene 
Brigidear, Lois Kerr, Kevin Thompson and Susan 
Olsen – the journey was long, oft en frustrati ng, 
always entertaining but ulti mately, very 
sati sfying.

Thank you everyone and see you all in 2017.  ✵
by Joanne Loughee d - Conference Chair

CFMTA/FCAPM CONFERENCE 2015
Path ways to . . . Coll abor ation  -  Perfor mance  -  Well ness

Briti sh Columbia

New Brunswick - Newfoundland 
Nova Scoti a

Alberta

Ontario

Saskatchewan

Manitoba

Quebec - Yukon

 All  conference photos by John Loughee d



Automne     2015      -        Le professeur de musique canadien 33            

D epuis longtemps je rêvais 
de voir Vancouver et 
les Rocheuses.  Cet été 

j’ai réalisé ce rêve en parti cipant au 
congrès du CFMTA avec les délégués 
du Québec, Lynne Gagné et David 
Côté.

Lundi, grande décepti on dans l’avion 
et à l’arrivée : la fumée des nombreux 
feux de forêt nous empêche de voir 
les Prairies et les Rocheuses.  

Mardi  nous profi tons de la journée 
pour explorer la région et préparer 
les excursions que nous voulons faire 
après le Congrès.  Le ciel étant un 
peu dégagé nous découvrons avec 
émerveillement  Vancouver entre 
l’eau et les montagnes.  

Mercredi un autre professeur 
de Montréal,  Hiroko Yasuda, est 
arrivée.  En soirée un concert-gala 
réunit tous les parti cipants pour un 
programme préparé par les juges. 

Nous découvrons aussi avec plaisir 
un répertoire chinois présenté par le 
Vancouver Chinese Music Ensemble.

Jeudi je choisis de suivre le concours 
de piano où chaque province a envoyé 
un représentant.  Le travail de ces 
jeunes et la qualité de l’enseignement 
qu’ils ont reçu sont remarquables. 

Vendredi.  Je parti cipe à quelques 
ateliers dont celui, très intéressant, 
de Janet Lopinski sur les Mazurkas 

L’APMQ à Vancouver 
Pathways to… 8 au 11 juillet 2015

et les Polonaises de Chopin. 
Plusieurs vidéos nous aident à 
mieux comprendre les explicati ons. 
En soirée, à la fi nale du Concours 
de piano, nous sommes fi ers du 
représentant du Québec, Zhan Hong 
Xiao qui remporte trois des sept prix.  
Félicitations Zhan! Nous espérons que 
cett e expérience t’encouragera pour 
l’avenir.

Enfi n je félicite les responsables! 
L’organisati on était remarquable, 
la nourriture était bonne et tout se 
déroulait tel que prévu, dans le calme 
et la bonne humeur.  J’invite tous les 
professeurs à parti ciper aux futurs 
Congrès car c’est une magnifi que 
occasion de partager des expériences 
et de faire des découvertes.  ✵

Thérèse Marcy,
Membr e de l’APMQ
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I just had to write you this morning, to 
tell you what a marvelous ti me I had 
at the CFMTA Pathways Conference.  
It was just superbly run from 
beginning to end. Honestly, I cannot 
ever recall taking part in such a 
gathering / conventi on/ music festi val 
which gave me such pleasure.

In the last four days I met such lovely 
and extraordinary people, from all 
of you involved with the CFMTA, to 
the folks from Tom Lee and Long & 
McQuade and Yamaha, to my fellow 
adjudicators who are gold, and all the 
marvelous competi tors from across 
the country. It was just exhilarati ng.
This morning I’m enjoying a glow 
along with my coff ee, thinking of 
some of the great piano performances 
I heard and unforgett able meeti ngs 
and conversati ons enjoyed --  a bit sad 
that it’s all over for now. But hoping 
we’ll meet again soon, and oft en. All 
my profound thanks for making me a 
part of such a wonderful gathering,
Sara Davis Buechner ✵

Thanks to you and the rest of the 
committ ee for all the work put into 
organizing the conference and for 
keeping things running smoothly. I 
hope you’re all enjoying a restf ul and 
relaxing week!
Hett y Jagersma - Alberta ✵

We did indeed enjoy ourselves and 
greatly appreciate your kind words. 
The committ ee did a marvelous 
job of organizing this event and the 
hard work certainly was evident in 
how smoothly things ran.  We were 
delighted to have been a part of such 
a wonderful few days. Congratulati ons 
to all of you along with our thanks.
Norm King  Jane Ripley - Ontario ✵

I am writi ng to express my grati tude 
for your generous contributi on to the 
Tech Teacher Award at the CFMTA/
FCAPM Conference.
I am humbled to have been chosen 
knowing there were many qualifi ed 
recipients.  I thoroughly enjoyed and 
was inspired by this years conference.
Thank you once again for your 
generosity.
Linda Gould  ✵

TECH TEACHER OF THE 
YEAR AWARD

L-R: Rhona-Mae Arca (winner in 2013), 
Karen King (runner up) 

Linda Gould Winner for 2015

L to R: Doug McGarry (Roland Canada),
Karen King, Rhona-Mae Arca, 
Linda Gould (Winner 2015), 

Derek Oger (Conservatory Canada)

Tech Teacher of the Year Award
Hugheen Ferguson Distinguished Teacher Award
and a Few Comments

Hugheen Ferguson 
Distingusihed Teacher 

Award

Susan Olsen

Susan Olsen, Teacher, Pianist, 
Volunteer Extraordinaire. Susan 
established a thriving piano studio in 
Surrey B.C.

As a member of the South Fraser 
BCRMTA branch she held many 
executi ve positi ons, chaired 
workshops, convened recitals, 
was the Surrey Music Festi val co-
ordinator, chair of the Encore 96 Piano 
Competi ti on, Assistant Chairperson at 
Odyssey 2001, and chairperson of the 
Langley Piano Competi ti on in 2006. 

Susan was the BCRMTA Registrar 
for more than 20 years, transiti oned 
the use of paper to electronic 
records, organized the distributi on of 
certi fi cates and membership cards, 
began the on-line registrati on process, 
helped to launch CFMTA/FCAPM's 
nati onal insurance program and 
established the BCRMTA Community 
Service Music Awards. Presently, she is 
the provincial Archivist.  

We are honoured to present Susan 
Olsen with the Hugheen Ferguson 
Disti nguished Teacher Award for many 
years of dedicati on to the BCRMTA. ✵
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Just a quick note to convey my thanks 
and congratulati ons for a successful 
conference!
Tom Green - Ontario ✵

The Conference was really useful and 
fun. I enjoyed the “Master Classes” 
with Jamie Parker and Sarah Davis 
Bueckner. How great it was to meet 
the stars! Thanks to the committ ee for 
all your hard work!
Janet Davidson - Briti sh Columbia ✵

Thank you Conference Committ ee, 
for all your work on this Conference. 
It was absolutely terrifi c! The venue, 
the speakers, the piano competi ti on, 
trade show, meals, everything! It was 
all fantasti c. Thanks for doing so much 
to provide us all with this inspiring 
experience.
Lori Elder - Briti sh Columbia ✵

Thank you to your committ ee for all 
your hard work. It was a well-run 
conference. 
Sandra Stobbe - Saskatchewan ✵

It was a fabulous conventi on. I 
enjoyed meeti ng teachers from all 
over Canada. The sessions were 
excellent. Inspiring, educati onal, and 
a lot of fun besides. It was such a 
convenient locati on; so nice to have 
everything in one venue and the gala 
concert on Wednesday night was 
a pleasant short walk away.  Your 
organizati on was superb.  Thank 
you for all of your hard work on our 
behalf.
Esther Neufeld - Briti sh Columbia ✵

Thank you so much for a wonderfully 
organized conventi on.   Your 
commitment and enthusiasm 
were evident through the enti re 
event.   The concerts were 
commendable and workshops well 
planned.  Always something for 
everyone!

It was great to reconnect with old 
friends and make new ones. From 
someone who knows exactly what 
is all involved behind the scenes - 
BRAVO and I hope you have all had a 
chance to rest and relax and revel in a 
job well done!  Till next ti me!  
Lore Ruschiensky - Saskatchewan ✵

THANK YOU! for a really wonderfully 
inspiring and aspiring conference! 
I was only able to att end Friday 
and Saturday and found the whole 
event incredibly well organized, the 
venue easily accessible, and the 
sessions valuable and interesti ng.
Rena Sharon’s “Collaborati ve 
Citi zenship” was worth more and 
meant more than I can say. An 
incredibly well researched and 
presented and ti mely subject. I was 
able to att end Dale Wheeler, Jody 
Compeau and Marjorie Purdy’s 
sessions as well and found them 
very practi cal....much to consider 
and apply! The best part was how 
the conference brought us all 
together and allowed us to learn 
and celebrate and commiserate in 
such a comfortable and welcoming 
atmosphere. 

Thank you for the many hours 
and eff ort and experti se you all 
contributed to make this such 
memorable event. 
Catherine Bundt - Briti sh Columbia ✵

I want to thank your Nati onal Piano 
Teacher’s Associati on for permitti  ng 
MTNA members of USA for att ending. 
I might have been the only one 
from America but the Friday night 
Finals plus the half day Saturday 
sessions were well worth the drive to 
Richmond. Even though I left  before 
the winners were announced on 
Friday night, the results were what 
I would have expected. Al three of 
them were worthy contestants! I 
enjoyed the Saturday master class of 
Jamie Parker (good sense of humor 
and very insightf ul coaching) as well 
as the interesti ng lecture by Allan 
Fraser( I just read an arti cle by him in 
the July/August keyboard Companion). 
What really topped off  my att endance 
was the remarkable presentati on by 
Rena Sharon on chamber music. Not 
only was it promoti ng the benefi ts 
of doing collaborati ve music but to 
an even greater degree the power 
and infl uence that music has in the 
people’s lives who choose to perform 
or listen to the great music of the 
centuries. Bravo for her presentati on! 
I will be sure to convey my feelings 
to Willard Schultz at our Fall Seatt le 
Music Teachers Meeti ng. He was a 
teacher at the University of Alberta 
for a number of years and is sti ll 
teaching top notch students at the 
ripe age of 87. I know that there was a 
scholarship in his name for the piano 
competi tors. 
Best wishes and I hope to att end some 
future Canadian music conferences.
John Van Lierop, Jr., NCTM
Seatt le Washington ✵


